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Alt Text 

 

Keyboard Accessibility 

 

Form control labeling 

 

Use of Color 
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Explain purpose rather than appearance and convey 

information in an accurate, concise and equivalent manner 

Linked images: describe the target 

Icons: describe function 

If image contains functional text, use it 

Decorative images do not belong in document structure. Use 

CSS! If this is not possible, include empty alt attribute 

 <img src=“rc_top_right.gif” alt=“” /> 
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Explain purpose rather than appearance 

 

    

<img src=“logo.jpg” alt=“CA technologies”> 
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Linked images: describe the target 

 

    

   <a href=“ca.com”> 
             <img src=“logo.jpg” alt=“CA technologies -home”> 
              </a> 
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Linked images: describe the target 

Link content with link text 

   

                     CA home 

 

   <a href=“ca.com”><img src=“logo.jpg” alt=“”> CA home</a> 
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Icons: describe function 

 Example 1 icon information is not in text  

<img src=“warning.gif” alt="Warning!"> 

  Example 2 icon information is in text  

   

<img src=“warning.gif” alt=""> 

 #warning:before {content:url(warning.gif);} 

    <span id=“warning”> Warning! Your session is about to expire.</span> 

http://paciellogroup.com/index.php


 

 

 

 

http://paciellogroup.com/index.php


 

<img src="flowchart.gif" alt="If the lamp 
doesn't work; check if it's plugged in. If 
not, plug it in. If it's plugged in and still 
doesn't work; check if the bulb is 
burned out. If it is, replace the bulb. If it 
still does not work; buy a new lamp."> 

Flow chart example text alternative provided in the alt attribute: 
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<img src="flowchart.gif" alt="A flowchart 
for dealing with a lamp that doesn’t 
work."  

If the lamp doesn't work: 
<ol> 
<li>Check if it's plugged in, if not, plug it in.</li> 
<li>If it still doesn't work; check if the bulb is 
burned out. If it is, replace the bulb.</li> 
<li>If it still doesn't work; buy a new lamp.</li> 
</ol> 

Flow chart example a short text alternative provided in the alt attribute and  

a longer text alternative provided as structured text: 
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For decorative images: 
 

Decorative images are images that provide no useful information in 
regards to the use of the interface.  
 
These images must have an empty alt attribute. 
<img alt=""> 
 

For layout images 
 

Layout images are generally invisible to the user and serve to help 
position visible interface elements.  
 
These images must have an empty alt attribute. 
<img src="spacer.gif" alt="" height="1" width="1">
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 WCAG 2.0 

1.1.1 Non-Text Content (Level A) 

All non-text content must have a text alternative that serves the 
same purpose. For images, ensure the alt attribute is an equivalent 
if the image is not presented. 

Section 1194.21 Software Applications and Operating 
Systems 

(d) Sufficient information about a user interface element including 
the identity, operation and state of the element shall be available to 
Assistive Technology. 

Section 1194.22 Web-based intranet and internet information 
and applications 

(a) A text equivalent for every non-text element shall be provided 
(e.g., via "alt", "longdesc", or in element content). 
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Color alone is used to differentiate root causes pie chart: 
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When color information is removed it is very difficult to differentiate causes: 
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Providing information in text is one solution: 
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Using patterns for differentiation is another solution: 
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Using patterns results in users being able to differentiate slices of the pie  

when color information is removed: 

20% 

20% 

20% 

20% 

20% 
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1.4.1 Use of Color: Color is not used as the 

only visual means of conveying information, indicating 

an action, prompting a response, or distinguishing a 

visual element. (Level A) 

Section 508 1194.21(i) Color coding shall not be used 

as the only means of conveying information, 

indicating an action, prompting a response, or 

distinguishing a visual element. 

Section 508 1194.22 (c) Web pages shall be designed 

so that all information conveyed with color is also 

available without color, for example from context or 

markup.  
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Examples of repeated blocks of content include but are not limited to: 

navigation links, e.g., tabs 

 menu bars 

 heading graphics 

 advertising frames 
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http://www.jimthatcher.com/skipnav.htm


HSBC global navigation links: 
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Adding a link to skip the menu: 
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Add a visible skip nav link at the top of the page: 

HTML: 

 

<a href=“#content” class=“skipnav”>skip menu</a> 
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Section 508 1194.22 (o) A method shall be provided 

that permits users to skip repetitive navigation links. 

Skip Navigation Links– The basic idea, by Jim 

Thatcher 
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